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Fro m t h e  D esk  o f  O con to  C oun ty  Agr i cu l tu re  A g en t  

S a rah  Mi l l s -L l oyd  

The weather continues to be the major headline in agriculture news. As the 
fields wake from their winter slumber, uncertainties abound regarding the 
health of the crops that endured the extreme winter weather. 
 
If you are considering alternative forage options or would like to compare 
economic opportunities for crops this season, please consider joining Scott 
Reuss, Marinette County Agriculture Agent, on April 4th at the Lena Town Hall 
for a discussion on your best crop strategies. If you are unable to meet Scott 
during this scheduled time, feel free to call or email him with your crop 
questions. 
 
Please note email addresses for both Extension Agriculture Agents have 
changed. If your communication preference is email, please refer to the left-
hand column on this page for our current email addresses. These have 
changed due to our affiliation with UW-Madison; however, our phone 
numbers have not changed. 
 
An updated list of meetings and trainings can be found on page two in this 
edition of the newsletter. The current calendar of events even includes a few 
late spring and summer events for pre-planning purposes.  
 

As always, please do not hesitate to call my office (920) 834-6845 if you have 
questions. 
 

Agriculture Agent—Specializing in Dairy and Livestock 

UW-Madison Division of Extension Oconto County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you will need 

accommodation or 

assistance as you attend 

any UW-Madison Division of 

Extension sponsored event, 

please contact the host 

county office at least two 

days prior to the event. All 

requests will be 

confidential. 

mailto:sarah.mills-lloyd@@co.oconto.wi.us
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 April 2 Oconto Manure & Water Quality in Oconto County 
 April 4 Lena Coffee, Fertilizer Dollars and Information   
 April 4 Lakewood Manure & Water Quality in Oconto County 
 April 4-June 20 Mountain Master Gardener Training: Thursday evenings 6:00-9:00 pm 
 April 6 Lena Manure & Water Quality in Oconto County 
 April 8 Oconto Falls Manure & Water Quality in Oconto County 
 April 9 Florence Beef Quality Assurance Training 
 April 11 Coleman Youth for the Quality Care of Animals In-Person Training 
 April 17 Suring Manure & Water Quality in Oconto County 
 April 23 Gillett Manure & Water Quality in Oconto County 
 April 27 Gillett Oconto County Youth Fair Sheep Weigh-In & Swine Tag Distribution 
 April 27 Escanaba, MI 2019 Bay de Noc Gardening Conference 
 May 3 Kimberly Farm Management Update for Agriculture Professionals 
 May 4 Gillett Youth for the Quality Care of Animals In-Person Training 
 May 11 Beaver Town Hall Marinette County Youth Sheep/Goat Weigh-In  
    & Probable Last Day for Swine Information 
 June 9 Lena Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm 
 June 30 Peshtigo Marinette County Breakfast on the Farm 
 July 18 Peshtigo Grazing Farm Tour & Meeting 
 July 23-25 Johnson Creek Wisconsin Farm Technology Days 2019 
 July 26 & 27  Marinette and Oconto Counties Clean Sweep 

 

Currently hay demand and price reports can be found at:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     Beef Quality Assurance is a national program that 
raises consumer confidence by offering training in 
proper management techniques with a producer 
commitment to quality within every segment of the beef 
industry.  
     Effective January 1, 2019, several large packers and 
processors will only purchase from Beef Quality 
Assurance (BQA) or National Farmers Assuring 
Responsible Management (FARM) certified farms. Buyers 
and stockyards will be confirming compliance at the 
point of sale. 
      Most dairy farms are already BQA certified with their 
completion of the National FARM program with their 
dairy processor. BQA equivalency documents for dairy 
farms include: 
 Completed FARM Animal Care Version 3.0 or newer 
 FARM Program supplied letter from cooperative or  

processor indicating completion of Version 3.0 or 
newer 

 Signed Livestock Marketing Association affidavit
  

     What does this mean for dairy and beef farmers who 
sell cattle? You will need to complete certification 
training in either BQA or FARM, and submit paperwork 
declaring your date of certification and certification 
number or equivalency documents. 
     By attending an in-person training for BQA, you can 
become certified in BQA. A BQA training is being offered 
locally by University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of 
Extension Agriculture Agent, Sarah Mills-Lloyd. 

Florence Natural Resource Center 
5628 Forestry Drive, Florence, WI 54121 

 

     Wisconsin has replaced the MAQA (Meat Animal 
Quality Assurance) program with the Youth for the 
Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) national program. This 
interactive program provides youth options for annual 
quality assurance certification.  
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     Exhibitors of the following species in Oconto County must complete Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) 
national program:  in order to be 
eligible to sell in the 2019 Oconto County Youth Fair Sale of Champions. Any Marinette County exhibitor in the youth 
livestock auction eligible classes must complete YQCA (beef, meat goat, rabbit, poultry, sheep, and swine). In addition, 
youth will learn about other species of animals; not just the species they show. Each year, youth will complete one new 
module in each the following categories: Animal Welfare (basic needs, proper animal handling, biosecurity, etc.), Food 
Safety (medications, medicated feeds, withdrawal times, avoiding residue, etc.), and Character Education (ethics, goal 
setting, career exploration, etc.).  
     The YQCA program was peer-reviewed for content and age appropriateness. It is supported by Wisconsin 4-H and FFA 
leaders. Youth for the Quality Care of Animals training content and modules will demonstrate a progression of topic 
knowledge in designated age categories (age as of January 1):  

• Junior (8-11 years old) • Intermediate (12-14 years old)  
• Senior (15-18 years old) • Young Adult (19-21 years old) 

     The YQCA training is an effort to provide flexibility to accommodate busy seasonal schedules, while providing relevant 
age-specific food animal quality assurance training. There are three options to become YQCA certified: 

 In-person instructor led training—available for juniors (8-11 year olds ) 

 Online modules 
 Online test-out ( ) 

     The online test-out option is  available for youth 12, 15, and 19 years old. Online fees associated with the  
test-out option will only be collected if the test is passed.  
     Youth completing the online modules will pay $12/person/year, and face-to-face trainings offered for juniors (youth 
age 8-11) only will pay $3/person/year. The fee for the test-out option is pro-rated depending on the age of the youth. 
     To complete the YQCA online training or register for face-to-face training, log into http://yqca.org. Follow the step-by-
step instructions to create a user identity and password. All payments for either the online or in-person training will be 
made using the YQCA website. 
     Two in-person trainings will be offered for juniors (8-11 year olds). The dates and locations of the trainings are listed 
below. Space will be limited, and registration will be taken only through the YQCA website (http://yqca.org). 
   

 
     If you complete your YQCA training online, it is recommended to print the completion certificate at the end of the 
online session. Access to the in-person YQCA completion certificate will be available approximately one week following the 
completing of the instructor led training. The certificate and ten-digit certificate number can only be accessed through 
your account at http://yqca.org.  
     Effective January 1, 2019, several large packers and processors will only purchase from Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) 
farms. Buyers and stockyards will be confirming compliance at the point of sale. Youth for the Quality Care of Animals is 
equivalent to certification in Beef Quality Assurance (BQA). No additional certification or training by youth will need to be 
completed, if they have successfully completed their annual YQCA certification. 
     If you have any questions about the YQCA training, please contact Sarah at (920) 834-6845. You may also visit the UW-
Extension Wisconsin Youth Livestock Program website (https://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/yqca/) for additional YQCA 
information. 
 
 

     As all of us face another tight cropping season, join Scott at the 
 for an informal discussion meant to help you feel confident about your nutrient management for 2019. It will be an 

opportunity to dive in-depth into your fields’ nutrient needs and how you can most economically meet those needs. This 
would be an appropriate time to figure out where to best spend your fertilizer budget. Most farms will be best served 
spending those dollars on nitrogen for corn crops, but we can’t ignore pH management or phosphorus and potassium on 
lower testing fields. 
     Bring your soil test results, your nutrient management plan, manure test results, cropping plan, and whatever else you 
think may help us as we go through the possibilities. We’ll talk about the most pertinent things on the minds of those who 
are there to start the day and then analyze the dollars and sense of key crops and individual situations. Get there when 
you can and stay as long as you can (Scott can be there until about 1:30) or until you have all the details worked through 
that are on your mind.   
      Scott will have coffee, milk, and cookies. You bring the questions about crop and fertilizer plans and we’ll get them 
worked through together. If you can’t get to this informal event, call Scott at 715-732-7510 to schedule a time to get 
together and go over your concerns, or email to sreuss@marinettecounty.com.  

http://yqca.org/
mailto:sreuss@marinettecounty.com
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University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
     Good news for improved milk prices is milk production continues to slow. For the last quarter of 2018 milk 

production was just 0.5% above a year earlier. January’s production was up 0.9%, and February was up just 0.2%. The 

number of milk cows started to decline last June, and while there was no change from January to February cow numbers 

had declined 63,000 head and were now 77,000 head or 0.8% lower than a year ago. The increase in milk per cow 

continues below trend being up 1.0% in 2018 and 1.1% in February. 

     Of the 23 reporting states, 13 had fewer cows in February than a year ago, six had lower milk per cow and 8 had lower 

total milk production. States with big losses in cow numbers were Pennsylvania 25,000, New Mexico 12,000, Virginia 

and Ohio both 9,000, Arizona, California and Florida 8,000, and Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin down 5,000. 

States with major increases in cow numbers were Texas 20,000, Colorado 12,000, South Dakota 5,000 and New York 

2,000. 

     States with significant declines in February milk production from a year ago were Virginia 11.7%, Illinois 7.3%, 

Florida 6.2%, Pennsylvania 6.0%, New Mexico and Ohio 3.9% and Arizona 3.4%. States with significant increases in 

milk production were Colorado 8.3%, Texas 7.7%, Oregon 7.3%, South Dakota 6.4%, and Idaho 2.1%. Other increases 

were California 0.1%, New York 2.8%, Iowa 0.5%, Minnesota 1.6%, Michigan 1.0% and Wisconsin 1.5%. 

     Domestic demand continues on the soft side. Fluid beverage milk sales declined another 2.0% last year with modest 

growth in butter and cheese sales. This type of pattern is expected to continue in 2019. Dairy exports were a record high in 

2018 being equivalent to 15.8% of milk production on a total milk solids basis compared to 14.5% in 2017. Compared to 

2017 exports of cheese were 2% higher, butterfat 61% higher, nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder 18% higher and no 

change in total whey products. But, exports were robust for the first half of the year and dampened the second half of the 

year after China, Mexico and Canada imposed retaliatory tariffs on U.S. dairy products. On a milk-fat milk equivalent 

basis exports in the first half of 2018 grew by 18.9% over that of 2017, but declined to 8.0% for the second half of the 

year. On a skim-solids milk equivalent basis, exports in the first half of the year grew by 19.8% over 2017, but in the third 

quarter the growth declined to 12.8%, and in the fourth quarter exports were below 2017 by 12.2%.  By December of 

2018 exports on a total milk solids basis had declined to 12.8% of milk production. Looking into 2019 there are some 

positive factors for exports. Milk production is expected to show only a modest increase in the EU, lower production in 

Australia and a possible drought in New Zealand could dampen their milk production. World dairy product prices are 

increasing. But, as long as retaliatory tariffs exist exports will be hindered. USDA forecasts 2019 exports on a milk-fat 

basis to be down 3.8% and on a skim-solids basis up just 1.0%. 

     Cheese stocks remain at rather higher levels holding down cheese prices. January 31st cheese stocks grew a little from 

December with American cheese stocks 8.6% higher than a year ago and total cheese stocks 6.4% higher. Butter stocks 

normally increase as we move towards summer as cream supplies are more available than when ice cream production 

picks up for summer sales. January 31at butter stocks were 6.9% lower than a year ago. January 31st stocks of dry whey 

were 12% lower than a year ago and nonfat dry milk stocks 7.6% lower. 

     Despite a slower growth in milk production ample cheese stocks, modest growth in domestic demand and reduced 

growth in dairy exports has kept milk prices from showing much improvement. The Class III price was $13.89 in January 

and $13.96 in February. Earlier in the month barrel cheese was just $1.365 per pound and 40 pound blocks were $1.52 per 

pound. Prices have improved to $1.51 for barrels and $1.5825 for blocks. But, dry whey prices continue to weaken from 

$0.36 per pound early in the month to now $0.305. To get $16 Class III prices cheese needs to get above $1.70 per pound. 

It looks like March Class III will increase to about $14.95. Dairy futures continues to show very slow price recovery with 

Class III reaching the low $15’s in April  and not reaching the $16’s until August and only topping out in the low $16’s in 

October. But, I look for the Class III price to do better than this. After four years of low mill prices and starting 2019 with 

low milk prices the growth in milk production is likely to stay below 1% for a while. The number of licensed dairy herds 

in 2018 declined 2,731 or 6.8%. Herd numbers continue to decline. Cow numbers will likely continue to decline through 

at least the first half of the year. Slaughter cow numbers continue to run above a year ago and the number of dairy 

replacements expected to enter the dairy herd during the year are down 1% from a year ago. And with some forage quality 

issues until a new crop and lower returns over feed cost the increase in milk per cow is likely to be dampened. So I see the 

possibility of much stronger Class III prices for the last six months and reaching the mid to high $16’s by fourth quarter. 
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Continued 
     Butter prices have been staying around $2.28 per pound and should hold around there and strengthen some by fourth 

quarter. Nonfat dry milk prices should hold close to $0.95 per pound and higher for most of the year. The Class IV price 

was $15.98 in January, $15.86 in February and should be about $15.80 in March. By May the Class IV price should reach 

$16’s and could be in the high $16’s by fourth quarter. 

     In 2018 the average all milk price was $16.18 compared to $17.65 in 2017 and the lowest average since $12.85 back in 

2009. So while milk prices will improve in 2019 over that of 2018 they will keep operating margins for dairy farmers 

rather tight until at least the last quarter of the year.    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus Incentives for Farmers 

Who Lost Barn Roofs 
 

Wisconsin farmers reeling from a disastrous winter are getting help from the state’s energy efficiency program. 

There have been dozens of reports of barn roofs at least partially collapsing in the past month, especially in the 

northern half of Wisconsin, where some areas have seen snowfall totals close to 90 inches this winter. That includes 

record-setting February snowfall numbers in parts of northwestern Wisconsin.  

  

FOCUS ON ENERGY® is offering a 25-percent bonus on top of its regular financial incentives to Wisconsin farmers 

whose barn roofs collapsed due to heavy snowfall. The money can help farmers replace some equipment damaged 

in roof collapses – things like lights, waterers and circulation fans – with energy-efficient options that will save them 

money on their energy bills for many years.  

  

The special offering will be launched March 20. To be eligible, farmers must: 

 Need reconstruction due to a natural disaster in 2019 
 Be a customer of one of the 107 Wisconsin utilities who participate in Focus on Energy 
 Apply for a bonus request by June 1, 2019 
 Complete any projects and submit incentive paperwork by November 30, 2019 

  

Contact your local Energy Advisor for questions and to learn how to get started by 

visiting focusonenergy.com/agribusiness or calling 888.947.7828. 

 

 

 

 

https://uwex.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f56539a58d4a01f89abe804a6&id=11859e1a8c&e=9f4465147d
https://uwex.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f56539a58d4a01f89abe804a6&id=06054e02fd&e=9f4465147d
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UW-Madison Agronomy and Extension State Corn Specialist 
 

Banding fertilizer around the corn seed during planting is a common practice in the northern Corn Belt. Corn planting is frequently 
delayed in this region due to cold, wet soils, which result in slow root growth and limited uptake of nutrients during early 
developmental stages. 
     
The last major evaluation of banded fertilizer in Wisconsin was conducted between 1995 and 1997 (Bundy and Andraski, 1999). 
Results indicated that full-season corn hybrids increased grain yield with banded fertilizer when planted late. Since then significant 
production changes have occurred including higher yields using transgenic crops, improved planting machinery and implements, and 
continued increases in soil nutrient levels. Growers question whether starter fertilizer is even necessary for modern corn hybrids and 
production practices, yet, often it is applied as “insurance.” Our objective was to evaluate the agronomic response of corn to banded 
fertilizer. Plots were established at 11 locations (Arlington, Janesville, Montfort, Fond du Lac, Galesville, Hancock, Marshfield, 
Chippewa Falls, Seymour, Valders, and Coleman). Fertilizer treatments included: 1) an untreated check, 2) seed-placed fertilizer (10-
34-0-1(Zn)) applied in the seed furrow at 4.1 gal/A, and 3) starter fertilizer (9-11-30-6(S)-1(Zn)) applied at 200 lb/A as a band 2 in. to 
the side of the row and 2 in. below the seed. Split-plots were eight to sixteen corn hybrids ranging in RM by 5-d increments from 80 
d- to 115 d-RM. An emphasis was placed upon longer-season hybrids at each location and selection of hybrids differing in 
emergence vigor. Corn was harvested and yields determined mechanically from the center two rows of each four-row plot. 

 

Figure 1. Corn grain yield response to banded fertilizer. Values are derived from 578 GxE means and averaged across 2017 and 2018. 
Research is funded by the Wisconsin Fertilizer Research Council. 

During 2017 and 2018 across all locations, significant differences were found for fertilizer treatment (Figure 1). Overall, starter 
fertilizer produced greater grain yield than seed-placed fertilizer and the untreated check. On average starter fertilizer (228 bu/A) 
increased grain yield up to 2.4% more than seed-placed fertilizer (224 bu/A) and the untreated check (223 bu/A). During 2017 and 
2018, 5 of 11 locations had a significant response to fertilizer treatment. Consistent response across locations were seen at 
Arlington, Fond du Lac and Marshfield. One more year of research will be conducted during 2019. 

The response of corn grain yield to starter fertilizer has been studied extensively in the United States, but the specific combinations 
of environmental conditions and agronomic factors that result in consistent responses remain unclear. An overall goal of this project 
is to predict when and where banded fertilizer will provide an economic return for the farmer. For each replicate soils were sampled 
and tested for nutrients. At the V5-V6 stage of growth, plants from each hybrid were sampled and tissue tests determined plant 
nutrient concentrations. 

Additional data can be found at: https://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2019/03/corn-response-to-banded-fertilizers-at-planting/                
Further Reading: Bundy, L.G., and T.W. Andraski. 1999. Site-Specific Factors Affecting Corn Response to Starter Fertilizer. Journal of 
Production Agriculture 12:664-670.  

 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 
programming, including Title VI, Title IX, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. 

 

La Universidad de Wisconsin-Extensión, un empleador con igualdad de oportunidades y acción afirmativa (EEO/AA), proporciona 
igualdad de oportunidades en empleo y programas, incluyendo los requisitos del Título VI, Título IX, y de la Ley Federal para 

Personas con Discapacidades en los Estados Unidos (ADA). 

 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-W0i7bYdFTrc/XJJRPsJqN_I/AAAAAAAAEuY/Eyh2OeGkPNspWbJtgzq7UeqxeSP_Q7OgQCLcBGAs/s1600/Capture.JPG

