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Fro m t h e  D esk  o f  O con to  C oun ty  Agr i cu l tu re  A g en t  

S a rah  Mi l l s -L l oyd  

The perpetual rain showers of spring do not seem to end. The cool wet 
weather has led to delayed planting and harvest. Dr. Joe Lauer has 
summarized weather data collected at two University of Wisconsin 
Agriculture Research Stations. The summary of the weather data can be 
found on the last page of the newsletter.  
 
With the increased price of hay and the widespread winter kill in our fields, 
proper harvesting of first crop will be important. Make sure the timing of 
your harvest meets your need for high quality forage. Consult the PEAQ 
measurements taken on local county fields. Access to PEAQ data can be 
found listed on page three in this newsletter.  
 
Oconto and Marinette Counties will be hosting their respective Breakfast on 

the Farm events in June. Both informational flyers are included in this 

month’s newsletter. Come and celebrate June Dairy Month and taste the 

products made from milk produced by farmers of Oconto and Marinette 

Counties!  

A Beef Grazing Tour and Workshop will be held on July 19, 2019, at the Pape 

Family Pastures in Peshtigo. Please consider joining us for this event. 

Registration is $10 for printed materials and a light supper. More 

information on this event can be found on page three. 

As always, please do not hesitate to call my office (920) 834-6845 if you have 
questions. 
 

Agriculture Agent—Specializing in Dairy and Livestock 

UW-Madison Division of Extension Oconto County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you will need 

accommodation or 

assistance as you attend 

any UW-Madison Division of 

Extension sponsored event, 

please contact the host 

county office at least two 

days prior to the event. All 

requests will be 

confidential. 

mailto:sarah.mills-lloyd@@co.oconto.wi.us
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 June 1 Marinette Bird Hike at Harmony Gardens 
 June 9 Lena Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm 
 June 12 Marinette Moss Gardens at Harmony Gardens 
 June 12 & 13 Dubuque, IA Four State Dairy Nutrition & Management Conference 
 June 18 Marinette Vegetable Garden Pest Management at Harmony Gardens 
 June 30 Peshtigo Marinette County Breakfast on the Farm 
 July 8 Peshtigo Women Caring for the Land 
 July 10, 12, 17, 19 Coleman Youth Tractor & Machinery Safety Training 
 July 19 Peshtigo Beef Grazing Farm Tour & Workshop 
 July 23-25 Johnson Creek Wisconsin Farm Technology Days 2019 
 July 26 & 27  Marinette and Oconto Counties Clean Sweep 
 August 1-11 Milwaukee Wisconsin State Fair 
 August 10, 11, 15-18 Oconto Oconto County Fair 
 August 22-25 Wausaukee Marinette County Fair 

 

Currently hay demand and price reports can be found at:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All events are free, unless noted. 
: The following programs are all held at the Harmony Arboretum, within the 

Demonstration Gardens. Programs are held rain or shine as there is a pavilion. The entrance to the demonstration 
garden is located ½ mile south of Hwy 64 on Marinette County Hwy E, which is 7 miles west of Marinette, or about 
10 miles east of Hwy 141. 
 

 (June 1, 6:00-8:00 am) 
Take a guided hike through the Harmony Hardwoods to learn about our native forest bird species. Field guides and 

some binoculars will be available. Dress for the weather, cancelled if inclement weather. 
 

 (June 12, 6:30-8:00 pm) 
Join Master Gardener Volunteers as they showcase how moss can be used in the home landscape. The newly 

renovated shade garden will house this discussion. 
 

(June 18, 6:30-8:00 pm) 
Vegetable growth is in full gear at this time of year, but so are all the insects, diseases, and weeds that can 

negatively impact vegetables. Join in the discussion and hands-on identification.
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Scott Reuss, Extension Marinette County Agriculture Agent, will be gathering PEAQ data every Tuesday 
and Friday the end of May through the first few weeks of June.  

 Conduct PEAQ (Predictive Estimated Alfalfa Quality) testing on your own fields. If you 
need the PEAQ table, it is available on the web, including at 
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/files/2014/01/PEAQTable.pdf. This works very well. Over the 
years of collecting alfalfa samples, PEAQ is actually more accurate than scissors clip, especially on 
less-mature forages. 

 Contact one of the following for our local First Crop Quality Data, updated weekly: 
Marinette & Oconto County Scissors Clip Hotline 1-877-884-4408 or 715-732-7510. 
E-mail to sreuss@marinettecounty.com, or go online at https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/scissorsclip/ 
to get data from across the state as well as local data.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes: Alfalfa is growing slowly, but interesting patterns developing with grasses and weeds, as some of 
them are heading out shorter than normal – which will cause some lower than expected quality values at 
harvest.  

If you are contemplating the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program, upcoming meetings are being 
scheduled for late June to help you make an informed decision. Dates have not been set for the meetings, 
so watch for e-notices or call your local Extension or FSA office to find the location of the meeting.  
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RFQ—May 22, 2019 250 240 247 255 231 233 270 242 235 240 
Average Height—May 22, 2019 15 15 14.5 13 17 16.5 13 15 16.5 15.5 
Maximum Height—May 22, 2019 17 19 17 16 19 18 15 18 17 18 

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/files/2014/01/PEAQTable.pdf
mailto:scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/scissorsclip/
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The Oconto County 
Breakfast on the Farm 
Committee invites you to 
celebrate June Dairy Month 
by attending Breakfast on 
the Farm! The 2019 Oconto 
County Breakfast on the 
Farm will be held Sunday, 
June 9, at Peterson’s Dairy 
LLC located near of Lena. A 
sunrise service will be held 
at 7:00 a.m. and breakfast 
will be served from 8 a.m. 
until 1 p.m.   
 
Entertainment will be 
available for all ages, 
including live music, a 
petting zoo, children’s 
games and activities, and 
much more. Breakfast is $8 
for adults, $4 for kids 4-10, 
and 3 & under free! Presale 
event tickets are available at 
the following locations: 
Peshtigo National Bank: 

Coleman, Gillett and Oconto Falls branches; N.E.W. Credit Union: Oconto, Oconto Falls and Suring branches; 
and the Lena Fast Stop. Visit ocbotf.com or find us on Facebook for more information about the event. 
 
The farm began in 1973 when Arne and Judy Peterson purchased the Ernie Frye Farm. They started 
milking in an old Chore-Boy swing six parlor and bought 55 cows. The Peterson’s pride themselves in 
staying up-to-date in the industry. Throughout the 1970’s and 1980’s they converted to freestall housing 
with new barns including a maternity area, treatment pens and holding areas while incorporating sand 
bedding. In 2002, Petersons Dairy, LLC was formed when son John joined the operation as part owner. 
They continued to grow and expand. In 2016, the Petersons’ updated again with a 482 stall four-row 
freestall with specific lactation group pens for fresh cows, heifers, dry cows, close-up cows, a transition 
cow area, vet room, newborn calf area, and a double 16 GEA 90i parlor. They currently milk over 1000 
registered or identification verified Holsteins. They pride themselves on quality breeding and health 
management systems. The heifers are raised at John’s house until they are sent to a custom grower in 
Kansas until they are 185 days with calf. They currently manage 2000 acres of corn, alfalfa and soybeans. 
Additional corn silage acres are grown by contract with neighboring growers. Peterson Dairy, LLC, is truly 
a state-of-the-art operation going strong as a family operation with Arne & Judy Peterson along with 
John, Jessica, Sam, Isaac, and Matthew Peterson.   
 
Volunteers are integral to success of the Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm. A minimum two hour 
time commitment is requested, but you may volunteer as long as you would like during the day of the 
event. Each pre-registered volunteer will receive a complimentary volunteer breakfast ticket upon check-
in at the volunteer’s tent. If you or your organization is interested in volunteering, please register by 
using the following link (https://signup.com/go/FqmXBMg) to sign up for your time slot. Additional 
volunteer questions can be directed to Aprill Flores at (920) 676-6136 or aprillflores83@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to seeing you and your family on June 9th! 

 

https://signup.com/go/FqmXBMg
mailto:aprillflores83@gmail.com
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2019 Youth Tractor and Machinery 
 Safety Training 
 
Pound Town Hall – Coleman, WI  
 

Wednesdays & Fridays, July 10, 12, 17, and 19 
Makeup days will be scheduled if needed. 
Cost: $35/person                   9 a.m. to 3:15 pm each day 
 
Who Needs To Attend the Training?  Any 12 to 15-year old who may need to drive any type of farm 
machinery on a public road in Wisconsin. Others are welcome to attend the course, but only those older than 
12 will receive certification. Those 16 years old and older without a valid driver’s license can also utilize this 
training to be legal to drive farm machinery on public roads. 
 
Legal Review:  In Wisconsin, 14 and 15 year-olds who have successfully passed the Wisconsin Safe 
Operation of Tractor and Farm Machinery Course can legally drive farm machinery on public roads for their 
parents or grandparents’ farms AND can work for other farms and do the same. 12 and 13-year olds who have 
completed the course can legally drive farm machinery on public roads only when working for their parents or 
grandparents’ farms. If you employ persons under 15 years or who do not have a driver’s license, it is highly 
recommended that you have them attend the training, whether they drive on public roads or not, as this is a 
good all-around safety training (and you should be collecting a copy of their federal permit from them). You 
may want to talk to your insurance agent to double-check about requirements based on your insurance policy.   
 
Some Logistics: 
– State law mandates 24 hours of training for this program. If participants are not going to be able to attend 
one of the scheduled days, we will figure out an acceptable make-up day that matches our schedules to allow 
them to complete the course. Friday, July 19 is testing day and all participants MUST be in attendance. 
– Participants need to bring their own lunches, a refrigerator will be available for storage. Families are welcome 
to provide snacks, Scott will have water and/or lemonade and/or milk available. 
– The course will emphasize hands-on and skill-building exercises, including first aid and fire safety from local 
emergency response personnel. We will be analyzing machinery for safety aspects, conducting on-farm safety 
assessments, and dozens of other activities, along with videos and course material review. 
 
Call Scott at the Marinette County UWEX office, at either 715-732-7510 or toll-free 1-877-884-4408 if you have 
any questions, or you can e-mail to sreuss@marinettecounty.com 
 

Registration Form - Tractor & Machinery Safety Training - please print 
 
Name(s):_______________________________________________________ Age(s): __________ 
 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________ 
 City: ______________________________Zip code:__________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Telephone Number:______________________________________________ 
 
Please complete this form and mail to the following address by July 8, with a check for $35 per participant and 
made payable to UW-Extension.  OR contact Scott with the above information by then! 
Marinette County UW-Extension 
1926 Hall Avenue 
Marinette, WI 54143 

 

 

 

mailto:sreuss@marinettecounty.com
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University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
     Increases in milk production well below one percent from last quarter of 2018 and going into this year with February 

milk production just 0.1% higher than a year ago, March production actually 0.6% lower than a year ago and April’s 

production up just 0.1% has reduced dairy product production and increased dairy product prices. The latest dairy product 

production for March compared to a year ago showed production down 3.9% for butter, 3.2% for cheddar cheese, 0.7% 

for total cheese, 8.0% for nonfat dry milk and 14.2% for dry whey. Lower production has tighten stock levels. March 31st 

stocks compared to a year ago showed butter 1.4% lower, and while cheese stocks were still higher they have tightened 

with American cheese stocks just 2.3% higher and total cheese stocks 4.3% higher.  Nonfat dry milk stocks were 2.9% 

lower, but dry whey stocks were 5.5% higher. 

     With the exception of dry whey dairy product prices for May will average higher than April. Since the end of April 

CME butter now at $2.34 per pound is up 2 cents, cheddar barrels now at $1.6250 per pound is unchanged, but was as 

high as $1.74 earlier in the month, and 40 pound cheddar blocks now at $1.6250 is also unchanged, but was as high as 

$1.7025 earlier in the month. Nonfat dry milk now at $1.0450 per pound is 2 cents higher than the end of April, but dry 

whey now at $0.35 per pound is just one cent higher. 

     The higher average dairy product prices is pushing milk prices higher. The Class III price which was below $14 for 

both January and February was $15.96 in April and will be near $16.35 for May. The Class IV price which was $15.48 in 

January was $15.72 in April and will be near $16.30 for May. 

     Dairy exports impact dairy product prices. March exports compared to a year ago showed nonfat dry milk/skim milk 

powder exports 10% lower with exports down 21% to Mexico and 86% to China. Butter exports were 33% lower, and 

total whey product exports 22% lower due to whey exports down 52% to China, the result of China’s retaliatory tariffs, 

but also the African Swine fever which has taken a toll on China’s swine herd. But, cheese exports have been increasing. 

February cheese exports were 16% higher than a year ago, the second highest volume ever, and March exports were 10% 

higher for a record volume. While cheese exports to Mexico were down 17% as retaliatory tariffs on U.S. cheese remain 

in place cheese exports to South Korea were 39% higher, with record exports to Southeast Asia up 33%, and up 28% to 

Japan, 22% to MENA and 33% to Central America. South Korea surpassed Mexico as the largest cheese market 

surpassing Mexico for the first time in four years. 

     Key factors indicate that milk prices will continue to strengthen as we progress through the year. Milk production is 

forecasted to increase no more than 0.5% for the year. April’s milk production up just 0.1% from a year ago was the net 

result of 1.0% fewer milk cows than a year ago and 1.1% more milk per cow. For the top five milk production states April 

milk production was up 6.7% for Texas, 2.6% for California, 2.2% for Idaho, 1.9% for New York but just 0.4% for 

Wisconsin. Relatively large declines in April milk production occurred in Virginia 11%, Pennsylvania 7.1%, Florida 

5.5%, Arizona 4.7% and New Mexico 3.9%. Michigan’s production improved some with April production 1.6% higher 

than a year ago. April’s production was 0.1% lower in Minnesota, 1.4% in Iowa and 1.8% higher in South Dakota. It 

appears the spring flush in milk production will be weaker than normal. 

     The late wet and rather cool spring has delayed the planting for corn and soybeans. Portions of some wet fields in the 

Corn Belt may not get planted. There are reports of winter kill of alfalfa in Wisconsin. And the weather forecast is for 

above normal wet weather going into June could make harvesting of first crop alfalfa difficult and lowering its quality. All 

of which can make higher feed prices and lower quality forage going into fall and winter and lowering increases in milk 

per cow. 

     Fluid (beverage) milk sales continues on the downward trend making more milk available for manufactured products 

like cheese. Compared to a year ago first quarter conventional fluid milk sales were 2.2% lower, fluid organic milk sales 

4.5% lower resulting in total fluid milk sales 2.4% lower. But, with continued growth in the economy, low unemployment 

and high wages modest growth in butter and cheese sales is anticipated to increase total domestic sales of milk. 

     Where dairy exports are headed will have a major bearing how much milk prices improve. President Trump just 

announced that tariffs on Canada and Mexico aluminum and steel have been lifted. In response Canada and Mexico will 

lift retaliatory tariffs on U.S. dairy products. The lifting of Mexico’s retaliatory tariffs on U.S. cheese could resume higher 

cheese exports to Mexico by last quarter of this year. Increased tariffs imposed by the U.S. on China’s goods and China  
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retaliating with higher tariffs on U.S. dairy products could further reduce dairy exports to China. Unless the U.S./China 

trade dispute is ended exports to China will not improve in2019. We can expect continued relatively strong exports to 

South Korea, Southeast Asia and maybe to Japan and Central America. So while trade volume may end up lower than last 

year exports should still be at a level to add support to milk prices. 

     It now looks like there is a good possibility that milk prices could strengthen considerably last quarter of the year. A 

Class III price near $17 by June and in the high $17’s by September or October seems possible. Current Class III futures 

are not quite that optimistic reaching low $17’s August through November before falling back below $17in December. 

Class IV prices could be in the $17’s from July through the end of the year. Current Class IV futures reflect this price 

pattern. But, it wouldn’t take big changes in the level of milk production and/or dairy exports to drive milk prices either 

higher of lower than this. 

 

Source: Greg Blonde, Extension Waupaca County Agriculture Agent 
 

One of the challenges when pricing standing hay is the lack of an established market like corn or soybeans. 

Another challenge is multiple cuttings of hay versus a single harvest for a grain crop. No wonder the price for 

standing hay can vary greatly between farms, even between fields. Here’s one approach for pricing standing 

hay in 2019. 

Example: Assume four ton dry matter (CM) per acre for the entire year of dairy quality alfalfa hay worth $200 

to $250 per ton baled ($0.11 to $0.14 per pound DM); half the value is credited to the owner for input costs 

(land, taxes, seed, chemical and fertilizer) and half the value is credited to the buyer for harvesting, field loss, 

and weather risk. To estimate total annual DM yield potential, determine averages stems per square foot at 

several locations in the field, then calculate using this formula: 

DM Yield potential = (0.10 x stems per ft2) + 0.38. 

Wait until stems are at least four to six inches and count only stems tall enough to be cut by the mower. 

Actual yield may be lower due to environmental conditions and individual harvest/management practices. 

Using yield distribution data based on UW-Extension field research for both three cut (40% / 30% / 30%) or 

four cut (35% / 25% / 20% / 20%) harvest systems, the following price range (rounded to the nearest $5) may 

offer a starting point for buyers and sellers to negotiate a sale of good to premium quality standing alfalfa in 

2019: 

$155-$245 $175-280 

$110-$175 $130-$210 

$90-140 $130-$210 

$90-$140  
 

In this example, the sale or purchase value for all cuttings would range from $445 to $700 per acre. This 

example show that the same price is not always the right price for every situation. Ultimately, a fair price is 

whatever a willing seller and an able buyer can agree on. 

 

 



Agriculture Newsletter                                                                                                                                   Page 9 
 

 

 

 



Page 10                       Volume 2019, Issue 6 



Agriculture Newsletter                                                                                                                                 Page 11 

 



Page 12                       Volume 2019, Issue 6 

UW-Madison Agronomy and Extension State Corn Specialist 
 

Growing Degree Units (GDU) accumulation is about two weeks behind for April 15 and 
May 1 planting dates. 
  
Arlington (coolest/wettest season): 

2019= 2nd coolest season in last 30 years at 248 GDUs; (1997= 226 GDUs) 
2019= 14th wettest season in last 30 years at 6.6 inches; (2008= 12.4 inches) 

 
Marshfield (coolest/wettest season): 

2019= 2nd coolest season in last 30 years at 184 GDUs; (2014= 183.5 GDUs) 
2019= 3rd wettest season in last 30 years at 8.8 inches; (2017= 11.1 inches) 

 
You can also download graphs for the current year and other years at http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/Season/. 
Links to current and previous season weather summaries are located on the left of the web page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help farmers and landowners better evaluate the options, Waupaca County Extension 

Agriculture Agent, Greg Blonde, developed a mobile app for pricing standing hay. It offers 

quick access to current baled hay markets with a projected sale/purchase price for each 

cutting using your own yield and harvest cost information. The app is free to download 

from the Google Play Store and is available for iPhones and iPads thru the Apple Store 

(search for ). The app also includes links to the current Wisconsin Custom Rate Guide and the NCR 

Alfalfa Management Guide. For more information contact Greg Blonde at greg.blonde@wisc.edu.  

 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 
programming, including Title VI, Title IX, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. 

 

La Universidad de Wisconsin-Extensión, un empleador con igualdad de oportunidades y acción afirmativa (EEO/AA), proporciona 
igualdad de oportunidades en empleo y programas, incluyendo los requisitos del Título VI, Título IX, y de la Ley Federal para Personas 

con Discapacidades en los Estados Unidos (ADA). 

http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/Season/

